
Susan Abelein, Ph.D. 
Senior Consultant 

 
 

20-23 June 2012 

Developed by Susan Abelein, Ph.D. Catapult Learning, LLC, for the Common Core Catholic Identity Initiative (CCCII) June 2012. 



Unit Objectives…. 

 Broad, Overarching 

 Interprets the Standards  

 Not the day-to-day lesson 
objectives 

 Contain the Audience, 
Behavior, and may contain 
the Condition, does not 
contain the Degree 

Example:   

Citing textual evidence, 
students will compare and 
contrast plots, characters, 
settings, themes, and literary 
devices used in the poetry and 
novels read in this unit.  
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1.  Appreciate tone 

2.  Students will be able to appreciate tone 

 3.  Students will be able to compare and contrast tone 

4.  Given The Road Not Taken and My Song of To-Day, students 
will be able to compare and contrast word choice and the use of 
tone to evoke a myriad of feelings in the reader 

5. Given The Road Not Taken and My Song of To-Day, students will be 
able to compare and contrast word choice and the use of tone to 
evoke a myriad of feelings in the reader by providing textural evidence 
to ensure 100% accuracy in their evaluation of the poems.   
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 Referred to at the beginning, during, and at the end 

of each lesson; 

 Directly and indirectly linked to the standards; 

 Describes the skills, knowledge, and/or attitudes that 

students will be able to demonstrate; 

 Written from the student’s perspective using Bloom’s 

taxonomy of verbs and preferably using the ABCD 

approach to writing objectives; 

 The format is SWBAT (Students Will Be Able To). 
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 Students will be able to alphabetize a list of 30 words 

beginning with the letter T with 90% or better 

accuracy. 

Do 

 Write from the student’s perspective 

 Use measurable verbs, e.g. “alphabetize, diagram, 

pronounce” 

 Consider formative assessment to ensure objective(s) 

is met 

 Write clear and concise statements 
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 The teacher will demonstrate and students will 

learn how to alphabetize a list of words 

Don’t 

 Write from the teacher’s perspective 

 Use verbs that are not measureable, e.g. 

“understand, learn, appreciate” 

 Write general or vague statements 
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A - Audience 

B-
Behavior 

C - Condition 

D – 
Degree 
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The audience is learner(s) 

that the objective is written 

for.   This is usually written 

"the learner" or "the 

student" however it could be 

written  as specific as  "The 

third grade  science 

student".  I suggest that "less 

is more".  Make it simple so 

that the objective does not 

get too wordy. Students will 

be able to or SWBAT. 

A - Audience 

C-
Condition 

D - Degree 

B-
Behavior 
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The behavior is the verb 

that describes what the 

learner (audience) will 

be able to do after the 

instruction. This is the 

heart of the objective 

and MUST be 

measurable AND 

observable. In addition, 

these verbs MUST be 

specific. Verbs such as 

know, understand, 

comprehend, and 

appreciate are difficult 

to measure and are 

therefore not good 

choices for objectives.  
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Conditions are the 

circumstances under which 

the objectives must be 

completed. What will the 

instructor allow the student 

to use in order to complete 

the instruction? What 

equipment or tools can the 

student have access to such 

as a calculator, map, the 

book, class notes, etc.? 

Obviously it would be much 

more difficult to make 

calculations without a 

calculator than with one. 

 

A - Audience 

C-
Condition 

D - Degree 

B-
Behavior 
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The degree identifies the 

standard that the learner 

must meet to reach 

acceptable performance.  In 

other words, what degree of 

accuracy does the learner 

have to achieve in order that 

his/her performance be 

judged proficient? The degree 

of accuracy should be related 

to real-world expectations. 

Degree of accuracy can be 

related as a time limit (in 20 

minutes), or a number of 

correct answers (7 out of 10), 

or a range of accuracy (90%) 

or qualitative standard.  

 

A - Audience 

C-
Condition 

D - Degree 

B-
Behavior 
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Citing textual evidence, students will 
compare and contrast plots, characters, 
settings, themes, and literary devices 
used in the poetry and novels read in 
this unit.  
 
Unit Planning Objectives 
Broad, Overarching 
Interprets the Standards 
A – at the beginning of the column only, 
no need to repeat 
B – behavior – use Bloom’s 
C – may include 
D – not necessary 

Given The Road Not Taken and My Song 
of To-Day, students will be able to 
compare and contrast  word choice and 
the use of tone to evoke a myriad of 
feelings in the reader by providing 
textural evidence to ensure 100% 
accuracy in their evaluation of the 
poems. 
Lesson Planning Objectives 
Specific to the daily lesson 
Interprets the Unit Objectives 
Includes all parts: 
A – audience/students (SWBAT) 
B – behavior – Bloom’s 
C – condition 
D – degree to which students will 
achieve the objective 
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K.RL.6:  With prompting and support, name the author and illustrator of a story and define the 
role of each in telling the story. 
1.RL.6. Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text. 
2.RL.6. Acknowledge differences in the points of view of 
characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue 
aloud. 
3.RL.3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain 
how their actions contribute to the sequence of events. 
4.RL3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions). 
5.RL.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
6.RL.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning 
and tone. 
7.RL.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of 
sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 
8.RL.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning 
and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.t). 
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Guidelines 

for 

Evaluating 

Behavioral 

Objectives: 
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Sources: 
 The University of Tennessee at Knoxville; link:  

http://edtech.tennessee.edu/~bobannon/writing_objectives.html 

 http://www.wisha.org/CE/Writing%20Learning%20Outcomes%20and%20
Assessment%20of.pdf 

 Bloom, Benjamin S. Taxonomy of Educational Objectives Book 1: Cognitive 
(1956, 1984) 

 Marzano, Robert.  Designing and assessing educational objectives:  
Applying the new taxonomy (2008) 
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