Common Core
Catholic Identity Common Core Catholic Identity Infusion Project:

Initiative Unit Design Guidelines

Element: Title/Theme (Topic)

Operating Concepts and Principles:

=  Topics/Themes should be age-appropriate

= Integrate ELA standards as well as content area standards

= Topic/Theme should be studied for a sustained period of time

=  Topic/Theme should be expanded and developed in subsequent grades to deepening understanding of topics

Examples (Do’s and Don’ts):

Do
= Choose topics that will integrate the ELA standards as well as meet standards in Science, Social Studies, and
technology studies
= Choose topics that infuse Catholic identity throughout the timeframe
=  Choose topics that will include a wide variety of resources such as literature, informational text, multi-media,
reference books, and websites.
= Choose a topic that can be studied for a sustainable time

Don’t
= Choose a topic that will be narrow in focus and short in time.
= Choose a topic from one source (Reading text, Social Studies or Science text or Religion text)

Design Tips:

= Consider topics of interest to students inviting them to help identify topics.

= Review topics in grade appropriate texts such as Reading, Science, and Social Studies basals as well as
Catholic Social Teaching Guidelines

= Select current issues that affect students today

Criteria for Success:

= Students are able to see the connection across curriculum areas and the essentials question
= Topic integrates standards and Catholic identity

Additional Resources:

=  Basal Reading Program

=  Religion Text

=  Common Core State Standards Curriculum Maps
= Catholic Social Teachings Guidelines

Developed by Laura Egan, William H. Sadlier, Inc. for the Common Core Catholic Identity Initiative (CCCII). June 2012
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K-5 | STAYING ON TORIC

iz

Staying on Topic Within a Grade and Across Grades:
How to Build Knowladge Systematically in English Language Arts K-E

Building lnowledye sysbermatically in English language arts is like giing chikdran varicus pieces of 3 puzzie in each grace that, ever tirme, will torm ene big pictura.
At acurricular or instructional lewel, tects—within and acm sz grace levels—need to be saleched areund topicsor therres that systermatically devekep the knowiedoe
base or students. within a grade kvel, there shouid be an adequate nurber of titles on a3 single topic that would alkw childmen o study that fopic for 2 sustained
pered. The knowledoe chidren have learned abeut particular topics in eary gade levels should then be expanded and devekeped in subseguent gracke levels fo
ensure an incheasingly deeper understanding of these topics. Chikdren in the upperelermentary grades will genarally be expected to read thess tets inde pendently
and reflect on thernin writing. Howevar, children in the early grades dparticularly K-2) sheuld participats in vich, stroctured conver stions with an adul in response
e the writhen tewts that are read aloud, eraly cormparing and contrasting a5 well 35 analyzing and gynthesizing, in the rrannar calad for by the Standareds.

Preparaticon for reading cormp ke informational texts should bagin at the very earliest ekmentary school grade s what folow s is one example that usesdornain-
specific nontiction titles across grade lewvels o illustrate how curriculumdesigners and classroeoem teachers can infuse the English 1anguage arts bieck with rich,
age-apprepriate content knowedoe and wooabulary in history fsecial studies, science, and the arts. Having ftudents listen to infermatienal ead-aleuds in the early
grades helps lay the necessary trundation tor students' reading and understanding of increasingly cemplex texts on their ewn in subsequent grades.

The Hurman Bady

Students can begin lkaming
about the huran body
starting in kindemartzn
and then mewisw and sxtend
their kaming during =ach
subsequent grde.

The tive serees and associated
body parts

My Cive Sansas by Aliki (985
- Heanng by Maria Rius (1988
Sight by Maria Riks (1988)

< Zaelt by Maria Ris (1985
Taste by Maria Rius (1955

- Tewch by Maria Rius (1985)
Taking careof your body:

Crerwiesy Chygiene, diet, exemise,

rest

< My Argzing Sode 4 Frst
Leasic 5t Hea'th & e ss by Pat
T b s ¢ 2000

- iGei Uo and G by Mancy
Catson ¢ X008

Ga Mizsh Up by Doering
Tourville § 2008

Sdean by Paul Showeers (198 T

< Fust the Sody by Dosring
Taurville (2008

Irt mduction 1o the syste s of the

huran body and associated body

pars

< Ulndlar Vaor Shine Ve draesing
By by Mick Manning ¢ 2307

+ M gnd My Araazing Sody by

Joan Seesney J995)

The Hurnan Sxdy by Gallirmad

Jeunesse (2007

The Sugy Sady Sack by Lizzy

Rkl | 2008

+ First Epcpohopediz of the
Hurnan Sody by Fiona Chandier
Ry

Taking care of your body: Gemns,

diseases, and preventing ilness

e Mgice Me Sicl by Maribn
Eemger (1995

< Trop Life on Vour Sody by
Christine Tayor-Eutler ( 3005)

+ Seren Spaes by Arthur
Ko bemg (00T

< AN Abent Seabes by
Senichiro'tagqu 965

Drigestive and e reto ny syshe me

< What Happens o s Hamburger

by Paiul Showsers (198 By

The Olgest ke Systann by

Christing Tayko r-But ey { 2008

The Ogest we Systern by

Rebeccal. Johrson ¢ 2008

The (Tgesd we System by Kristin

Ptrie 2007

Taking care of your body:

Healthy eating 3 nd nutrition

< Good Enough fo S5 by Lizzy
Roc ksl | 1995,

< Showdawn st the Lond' Prrenid

by Reee Biarron ¢ A0

Muscugr, skeketal,and nerous

Systams

The Mighty Muamitar snd
Siradets! Systenns Crabt s
Publishing 200

Mureles by Seyrmour Simon
(1998

Sores by Seymour Simon
(1958

The Asynding Menvous Syaten
Crabtres Publi hing ¢ 2000

The Manoos Syatern by Josle
Rikery ¢ 2004
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Circulaton system

The Heart by Seyrmour Simon
(RS

The Heart and Gireutdion by
Canl Ballard {2008

The Cim sty Systen by
Kristin Fetriz (2007

The frasming Circisiony Syabenn
by John Burstein (200G

Respimtony systerm
< The Lungs by S=ymour Siman
CR00T

The Resoimtary System by
Suzan Glass 00 4

The Resoi sty Seetem by
Kristin Petrie (2007

¢ The Ramancable Reapirstany
Systern by John Bursteing 3005

Endarine systerm

The Endosrine Syaten by
Rebamca Olizn {2006,

The Emsiting ook e Syahamn
by John Burstein 2000
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